Chapter III 


Contribution of Tamil Women Freedom Fighters 


to Freedom Struggle in Tamilnadu 


In this chapter contribution of freedom fighters in India 
especially, tamil women freedom fighters and _ their 


achievements will be briefly discussed. 
Rani Mangammal (1689 - 1706 A.D.) 


Mangammal was a daughter of Tupakulu Lingama 
Nayaka of Chandagiri and a courtesan of Tiruvellore (presently 
Tiruvellore district) called Kanaka. Beautiful and 
accomplished, young Mangamma migrated probabl in search 
of career to the court of Vijayaraghava of Tanjore, where 
talented women had opportunities of rising to prominence. 
Vijayaraghava is said to have intended to take her into his 
harem, but she left Tanjore for some reason or other and 
married Chokkanatha Nayaka of Madura, whose heart she 
captured by her blandishments. The accounts, perhaps a 


distorted one, may contain a kernel of truth. 
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Mangamma_ survived her husband and her’ son 
Rangakrishna Muthuvirappa Nayaka, and after the demise of 
the latter in 1689 ruled the kingdom till 1707 as the regent 
during the minority of her grandson Vijayaranga Chokkanatha 


Nayaka. 


The regency of Mangamma was a critical period in the 
history of the Nayak Kingdom of Madurai which was 
threatened on the one side by the Mughal forces of Aurangzeb 
that were operating in south India, and on the other by the 
rulers of Mysore, Tanjore, Ramnad and_ Travancore. 
Mangamma shrewdly decided that the only way of survival was 
to acknowledge the supremacy of the Mughal emperor. She 
agreed to pay him an annual tribute, and secured the goodwill 


of his officers and generals by suitable presents and brides.’ 


Towards her other enemies she adopted a policy of 
firmness and wages war upon them, on the whole successfully; 
occasionally she had to buy off some of them with bribes, but 
that was a temporary expedient. Later, when she felt she was 


strong enough, she overpowered the enemy and exacted 


1 Chandrababu, B.S. , Women her History and struggle for Emancipation, 
Chennai, 2009, p.238 
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compensation. She had for her counseller Narasappiah, great 
in strategy and administration and in private life a skilful 


player on the Vina. 


Mangamma was a peace-loving and able administrator. 
She moved the coins diplomatically in the trade of politics. She 
carried out many public works like laying and repairing of 
roads, digging of wells for providing irrigation and drinking 
water, building of choultires, (board and lodging houses for 
travellers) renovating temples etc. The Mangammal Choultry 
and the Tamukam (the summer house) in Madurai are 
examples of her charity and building activities. She granted 
agraharas to Brahmins and ordered the construction of 
irrigation channels. And also she was tolerant towards other 
religious and was equally liberal in her endowments to 
Christain churches and Muslim Auliya at Trichinopoly. They 
were specially favoured and received grants of villages at her 
hands. Manucci has paid a handsome tribute to her 


benevolence and large-hearted tolerance. 


There is an interesting account of a social enactment in 


her reign. The Saurashtra weavers of Madurai claimed the 
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privilege of observing some ceremonies peculiar’ to 
Brahmanas. Mangamma first opposed the claim, but later 


sanctioned it. 


There is no doubt that the Mangammal’s place in history 
as a capable, enlightened and _  beneficient ruler _ is 
unchangeable. Prof. R. Sathianatha Iyer says, “Mangammal 
was a feminine politique. Her vigour and diplomacy gave the 
Nayak kingdom longer tenure of life than it would have 
otherwise had... Her prudent administration in an age of storm 


and stress marks her out as a ruler of high repute”.? 


Meenakshi (1731-1736 A.D.) 


Vijayaranga Chokkanatha was succeeded by his better- 
half Meenakshi in 1731 A.D. To settle the internal problem to 
the throne, Nawab of Arcot, Dast Ali sent Chanda Sahib to 
Madurai-Chanda Sahib after settling the question of the heir to 


the throne, violated the terms of amity and imprisoned the 


* ibid 


73 


queen. Unable to bear the disgrace the queen committed 


suicide.° 


Velu Nachiar (1780-1790 A.D) 


After reducing Ramnad in 1772, the East India 
Company’s forces under Col. Smith marched towards 
Sivaganga. Muthuvaduganatha, the ruler of Sivaganga 
prepared for the defence of the Kalaiyarkoil headquarters. In 
his efforts, he was ably assisted by the Marudhu brothers. In 
support of the company’s forces, the forces of the Tondaiman 
also came in. The defenders heroically withstood the attack. 
The battle that ensured was made notable by the role played 
by Velu Nachiar wife of Muthuvaduganatha. She came out into 
the front and gallantly played the role of a defender. 
Muthuvaduganatha was shot dead in an engagement with the 
Nawab at Kalayarkoil. Evading capture Velu Nachiar fled to 
Dindigul along with Marudhu brothers. Marudhu brothers with 
the help of Hyder Ali’s forces drove the Nawab’s stroops out of 
the territory of Sivaganga in 1780 on condition of regular 
payment of ransom. Velu Nachiar died in 1790 and was 


succeeded by her daughter Vellachi alias Velu Naachiar, 


3 Information collected from Mannar Thirumalai Naicker Palace on 18.02.2019 
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whose government was actually in the hands of the Marudus. 


Vellachi also died in 1793.* 
Mangaleswari Nachiar (1803-1807 A.D) 


There were uprisings in Ramnad immediately the number 
of the insurgents reached unwidely proportions. So the 
company’s government decided to restore Mangaleswari 
Nachiar of the Sethupathi dynasty acknowledging her 
hereditary right. The company thought that it would win the 
support of the people and might help the company in posing as 
the guardian of individual interests. So Ramnad was converted 
into a Zamin and Rani Mangaleswari Nachiar was re-instated 
on the throne of Ramnad in 1803 and the company deputed 
the Collector Mr. Parishes to inform the queen Mangaleswari 
the terms of the relationship between the Zamin and the East 
India Company. The queen accepted her position and agreed 
to pay an annual peshkush of Rs. 3,24,404. After a period of 
four years which was marked by Mangaleswari’s benefactions 
to temples and Brahmins she died in 1807. During her reign 
she was ably assisted by her Pradhani Thiagaraj Pillai.° 


4 He was the Nawab of the carnatic between 1749 and 1752 and an ally of 
French. He was the major reason for the queen’s suicide. 


° www.ramanathapuram.nic.in 
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Parvathavardhini Nachiar (1846-1862 A.D.) 


In 1846, the Company recognized Parvadhavardhini as 
the successor of the Ramnad Zamin. Various claimants to the 
zamin challenged her title and filed suits. But her title as the 
heir to the Zamin was upheld in all the cases. She ruled for 16 
years and in the administrative field she was ably assisted by 
her brother Kottaisami Thevar who was appointed as the 


manager of the Zamin.°® 


Kittur Rani Chennamma(1778-1829) 


Kitturu. Rani Chennamma was the _ first woman 
independence activist of India. Rani Chennamma was the 
queen of the princely State of Kittur in Karnataka. In the 1857 
war of independence, she led an armed rebellion against the 
British in response to the Doctrine of lapse. The resistance 
ended in her martyrdom and she is remembered today as one 
of the earliest Indian rulers to have fought for independence. 
Rani Chennamma did not succeed in driving them away, but 


she did provoke many women to rise against the British rule. 


° Parvadhavardhini was a ruler of Ramnad Zamin and ruled for 16 years 
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Along with Abbakka Rani, Keladi Chennamma and Onake 
Obavva she is much venerated in Karnataka as an_ icon of 
bravery and women“s pride. Rani Chennamma has become 


alegend.’ 


Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi (19 November 1828- 17 


June1858) 


Rani Lakshmibai of Jhansi whose heroism and superb 
leadership laid an outstanding example for all future 
generations of women freedom fighters. She was a symbol of 
bravery, patriotism, self respect, perseverance, generosity and 
resistance to British rule. She fought till her last breath for the 
welfare of women in the country and for the noble cause of 
India“s independence. “Khoob Ladi Mardani thi Woh To Jhansi 
Wali Rani Thi” - Rani Laxmi Bai the Queen of Jhansi (which is 
located on the northern side of India) is an epitome for all the 
generations ahead. She was one of the leading figures of the 
Indian Rebellion of 1857 and was a symbol of the resistance to 
British rule in India. She married to Gangadhar Rao head of 


7? Gopala Krishnan, Subraminan, the south inidan Repellions: before and after 
1800, Chennai, 2007, pp.102-103 


8 Ravindran., Op.cit., p.95-96 
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the state of Jhansi. She was not allowed to adopt a successor 
after his death by the British, and Jhansi was annexed. With 
the outbreak of the revolt she became determined to fight 
back. She used to go into the battlefield dressed as a man. 
Holding the reins of their horse in her mouth she used the 
sword with both hands. Under her leadership the Rani's troops 
showed undaunted courage and returned shot for shot. She 
fought valiantly and although beaten. She refused to surrender 
and fell as a warrior should, fight the enemy to the last. 
Considered by the British as the best and bravest military 
leader of rebels this sparkling epitome of courage died a 
hero's death in the battlefield. Her remarkable courage 
inspired many men and women in India to rise against the 


alienrule.® 
Rani Avanti Bai (1831-1858) 


Rani Avantibai was born on 16, August 1831. When 
Vikramaditya Singh, the ruler of Ramgarh State died leaving 
behind his wife Avantibai and no heir to the throne, the British 
put the state under court administration. Avantibai vowed to 


win back her land from the British. She raised an army of four 


° Ibid., pp.100-101 
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thousand men and led itherself against the British in 1857. A 
fierce battle ensured and Avantibai fought most valiantly but 
could not hold out for long against the superior strength of the 
British army. When her defeat becomes imminent she killed 
herself with her own sword and English army couldnot defeat 
her in her life. Later Rani Avantibia sacrifice became example 
to the Lodhian kingdom and became history of the fight for 


freedom on 20- 03-1858. She was a great freedom fighter. '° 
Begum Hazrat Mahal(1820-1879) 


Begum Hazrat Mahal was a great Indian freedom-fighter 
who played a major role during India's first war of 
independence (1857-58). She was also known as the Begum of 
Awadh (Oudh) and was the wife of the then Lucknow ruler, 
Nawab Wajid Ali Shah. She led a band of her supporters 
against the British, and was even able to seize the control of 
Lucknow. She took active part in the defence of Lucknow 
against the British. Although, she was queen and used to a life 
of luxury, she appeared on the battle-field herselfto encourage 


her troops. Begam Hazrat Mahal held out against the British 


0 www.thebetterindia.com/ the forgotten rani of Ramgarh 
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with all her strength as long as she could." 


She worked in close association with other leaders of the 
India“s first war of independence, including Nana Sahib. 
Begum was not only a strategist but also fought on the 
battlefield. When the forces under the command of the British 
re-captured Lucknow and most part of the Awadh, she was 
forced to retreat. When her forces lost ground, she fled Oudh 
and organized soldiers again in other places. She turned down 
all offers of amnesty and allowances by the British rulers. 
Finally, she took refuge in an asylum in Nepal, where she died 
in the year 1879. Government of India issued a 
commemorative stamp in the honour of Begum Hazrat Mahal 


on 10th May 1984.” 


Vijaya Lakshmi Pundit (August 18, 1900 - December 


1,1990) 


Vijaya Lakshmi Pundit was an Indian diplomat and 
politician, the sister of Jawaharlal Nehru, the aunt of Indira 
Gandhi and the grand-aunt of Rajiv Gandhi each of whom 
served as Prime minister of India. She is the daughter of 


11 Begum Hazrat Mahal also called as Begum of Awadh, Second wife Nawab 
wajid Ali shas 


* Begum Hazrat Mahal : the unsung heroin of the first war of independence. 
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Motilal Nehru; she was inspired by Rani Lakshmi Bai of Jhansi 
and impressed by Sarojini Naidu. She entered the Non Co- 
operation Movement to fight against the British rule. Vijaya 
Lakshmi Pundit represented India in many of the conferences 
abroad. She had her education at home. She attended 
numerous public lectures and challenged the _ British 
dominated delegate“s rights to represent India therein. She 
was a great fighter and took parts in many of the freedom 
movement. She took active part in the civil disobedience 
movement of 1930 and 1031-32. She delivered lectures, and 
led processions. A notice was served on her prohibiting her 
from taking any part in the movement. Unaffected by the 
threat she continued her activities. She was arrested on 
January 27, 1932 and was sentenced to one_ year's 
imprisonment. In 1940, Gandhiji started individual Satyagraha 
and allowed only a chosen band of workers to participate in it. 
Vijaya Lakshmi Pundit was one such privileged person. She 
was’ arrested, but was released after four months 


imprisonment 


Vijaya Lakshmi Pundit was elected to Uttar Pradesh 


Assembly in 1936 and in 1946. She was the first woman in 
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India to hold a ministerial rank. She was imprisoned thrice for 
taking part in the Civil Disobedience Movement in 1932, 1941 
and 1942. After Independence, she continued to serve the 
country. In 1937 she was elected to the provincial legislature 
of the United Provinces and was designated minister of local 
self-government and public health. She held the latter post 
until 1939 and again from 1946 to 1947. In 1946 she was 
elected to the Constituent Assembly from the United 
Provinces. Her courage and dynamic personality made her get 
elected as the first female president in United Nation General 
Assembly. She was a dynamic personality who tried to abolish 
caste barrier and outdated custom and tried hard to bring 


woman empowerment in the country. 
Indira Gandhi 


The most remarkable of women in modern India was 
Indira Gandhi who from her early years was active in the 
national liberation struggle. During the 1930 movement, she 
formed the ,Vanar Sena“. A children“s brigade to help 
freedom fighters. She became a member of the Indian 
National Congress in 1938. Soon after her return to India in 


March 1941, she plunged into political activity. Her public 
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activity entered a new phase with India“s Independence in 
1947. In 1959, she was elected President of the Indian 
National Congress. She oriented Congress thinking and action 
towards basic issues confronting Indian society and enthused 


the younger generation the task of nation-building. 
Satyawati 


The great city of Delhi also witnessed a martyr’s death. 
Satyawati, granddaughter of Swami Shradhanand was another 
important leader of Civil Disobedience movement in Delhi. In 
defiance of social taboos at the age of twenty-three she 
plunged into the congress movement, heart and soul, in 1930. 
She held meetings, led processions, picketed foreign cloth 
shops not only in the market place but also on the river 
Jamuna where usually the Marwai ladies in their foreign 
clothes came to bathe. As a result of her efforts some fifty per 


cent of women took to wearing Khaddar. 


Speaking at a public meeting on May 3, 1930, Satyawati 
exhorted the audience to remain steadfast in their endeavour 
and boldly face the machine guns parading the streets. She 


was arrested under section 108 of the Indian penal code and 


83 


was aSked to furnish security of five hundred rupees or show 
good behaviour for six moths. She refused to furnish the 
security and was sent to jail. She was released only to be 
arrested again in 1932. This time she was sentenced to two 
years imprisonment. During her incarceration she contacted 
pleurisy which later developed into tuberculosis. This did not 


deter her and she continued political work. 


Satyawati was again active in 1937 indulging in anti- 
government activitites. Consequently she was arrested. The 
movement Satyawati was out of the lockup she was again 
active She attended the Punjab political conference held in 
April 1938. She was ordered to leave Punjab within twenty- 
four hours, and her entry into the Punjab without permission 
was prohibited for one year. She defied the order and was 
arrested. During the years 1940 and 1941 Satyawati was tried 


twice for sedition and imprisoned. 


Satyawati was admitted to the hospital. Just two days 
before her death in 1945, Pandit Jawaharlal Nehru went to see 


her. She said to him; “My only desire is India’s freedom”. 


Sarojini Naidu: Poetess and National Leader 
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Sarojini Naidu was amongst the great women leaders 
during India’s struggle for independence. She was born on 
February 13, 1879 as the eldest of eight children to Varadi 


Sundari and Dr. Aghorenath Chattopadhyaya. 


Even as a Child, Sarajoini showed her sharp intelligence 
and loving nature. Her father was a well-educated, cultured 
and broad minded person. Parents of his generation, believed 
that girls must only be thought to dress, cook well and marry 
men chosen by them. But Dr. Aghorenath felt that girls should 
be given the same _ education and _ opportunities for 


development as boys. 
Poetic Talent 


When Sarojini Naidu showed her poetic talent at the age 
of eleven, her father encouraged her to develop this talent. 
When she was sixteen, he sent her for higher studies to 
Cambridge University in England. She became very popular 
there, as a poetess and a loving friend. She completed her 
graduation at Cambridge and returned to India when she was 
nineteen. By then, she was already famous as a poetess, in 


India and abroad. Soon after her return she married 
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Govindarajalu Naidu, a doctor, she had chosen for herself. 
Naidu was a non-brahmin from South India while Sarojini was 
a Bengali Brahmin. Inter-castes and Inter-community marriage 
were very rare at that time. Yet, Sarojini had made a good 
choice and shared a long and happy married life with her 


husband. They had two sons and two daughters. 


Sarojini received fame at an early age. While still in her 
early twenties, she was invited to various parts of the country 
where people wanted to see her and hear her melodious voice. 
Sometimes she recited her poems. At other times, she spoke 
about literature, social customs and the motherland she loved 
so dearly. Her melodious soft voice and the feelings she put 


into her words won many hearts. 


During this period, G.K.Gokhale was one of the most 
important political leaders. Sarojini’s intelligence and talent 
impressed him. He became her friend and guru. He urged her 
to put herself whole heartedly in the service of India. With 
inspiration from Gokhale and encouragement from her 
husband, Sarojini was able to devote herself to the service of 


the people. 
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Besides being active in national politics she fought to 
improve the conditions for her Indian sisters. She struggled to 
bring them forward in fields such as politics, education and 
social work. She wanted women to play roles other than as 
wives and mothers, She inspired them to come out of their 
homes and to become active partners of their husbands, 


fathers and in the fight for independence. 


In 1914, Sarojini met Mahatma Gandhi, in London. Thus 
began a deep friendship which lasted till the death. She was 
beside Gandhi during several great and historic moments. 
Gandhi, Kasturba and she were companions in prison during 
the freedom struggle. Sarojini took the Mahatma’s message to 
the masses. She was loved by the young and the old men, 
women from every religion and community. Her meetings 
drew large crowds and her words influenced many of the 


listeners. 


As a leaders, Sarojini was no less than the best of men. In 
1925 she became the second women President of the Indian 
National Congress (Annie Besant was the first). She 
represented Indian women at international conferences 


outside the country. She bravely faced beatings and 
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imprisonment while leading her people during the freedom 


struggle. 


When freedom was won on August 15, 1947, deeply 
moved, Sarojini Naidu as the first Governor of Uttar Pradesh, 


gave this stirring speech. 


“Oh world of free nations, on this day of our freedom we 
pray for your freedom in the future. Ours had been an epic 
struggle, covering many years, and costing many lives. It has 
been a struggle, dramatic struggle. It has been a struggle of 
heroes chiefly anonymous in their millions. It has been a 
struggle of women transformed into strength they worship. It 
has been a struggle of youth suddenly transformed into 
power... It has been a struggle of young and old men, of rich 
and poor, the literate and illiterate, the stricken, the out caste, 


the leper and the saint. 


“We are reborn today out of the crucible of our 
sufferings. Nations of the world, I greet you in the name of 
India, my mother, my mother whose home has a roof of snow, 
whose walls are of living seas, whose doors are always open to 


you. I give for the whole world the freedom of this India, that 


88 


has never died in the past, that shall be indestructible in the 


future, and shall lead the world to ultimate peace”. 


In January, 1948, Mahatma Gandhi was assassinated. 
This was the second big blow in Sarojini’s life, the first had 
been the death of Gokhale, some years earlier. After the 
Mahatma’s death, Sarojini lived but one year. At the age of 
seventy, she died after a short illness. On March 3, 1949, 
Prime Minister Pandit Nehru paying a tribute to her in 


parliament said: 


“Here was a person of great brilliance, here was a person 
vital and vivid, here was a person with so many gifts which 
made her perfectly unique. She began life as a poet: in later 
years when the compulsion of events drew her into the 
national struggle with all zest and fire that she possessed ... 
Her whole life became a poem and a song, and she did that 
amazing thing, she infused artistry and poetry into the 
national struggle, just as the father of the Nation had infused 


moral grandeur to it..” 


Durgabai Deshmukh 
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Durgabai Deshmukh was born on 15 July 1909 at 
Rajahmundry in Andhra Pradesh in Hindu Brahmin middle 
class family. Her father died when she was very young and she 
had to start supporting the family from an early age. At her 
home she was brought up in an nationalist atmosphere. Her 
mother was the Secretary of the District Congress Committee. 
Naturally politics drew Durgabai into its fold and found in her 
willing worker for the cause. She married C.D. Deshmukh in 


1952. 


Durgabai’s determined nature could brook no 
oppostition. Even as a child, when the orthodox family refused 
to send her to school she had gone ahead and learnt Hindi 
from a neighbouring teacher. This was the time when Hindi 
was being spread all over India by the congress as a part of 
the national programme. Durgabai soon became proficient in 
this language and started a Girl’s Hindi School in 1923. 
Mahatma Gandhi was pleased with her sincere efforts and 
presented her with a gold medal. About the same time she 
began taking part in the Khadi movement. This led to her 
active participation in the India struggle for independence. 


Duing these years of intense political activity she worked in 
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close collaboration with B.Samamurthy, the first Andhra 
woman leader of significance. She participated in the Salt 
Satyagraha and was arrested in 1930. Three years of 
imprisonment followed. There was a distint change in her 
outlook when she came out of prison. She had managed to 
learn English while in prison and decided to catch up with the 
lost years. She joined the Andhra University in the late 
‘thirties. A brilliant student, she secured five medals for 
distinction in political science and constitutional History in the 
M.A.. Examination. She took a Bachelor of Laws degree from 
the Madras Unviersity in 1942 and practiced at the Madras 
Bar for a few years. She was elected to the Constituent 
Assembly in 1946, where she served on many of its key 
committees. In 1958 she headed the National Committee on 
Women’s Education. She also served as the Director of the 
council for Social Development set up by the India 


International Center, New Delhi. 


Durgabai’s service for women’s welfare in India is truly 
invaluable. She had done much for the rehabilitation of fallen 
women and orphans. She is a founder - member of the Andhra 


Women’s Association at Madras and of the Andhra Mahila 
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Sabha at Madras and its branch in Hyderabad. The Andhra 
Mahila Sabha runs nursing homes, schools, training-centre for 
nurses and lady teachers, a college and other occupational 
institutions. Durgabai was also a powerful orator both in 
Telugu and English and was a magnetic personality on the 


stage in her simple Khaddar dress. 
Margaret Cousins 


Any account of this period would remain incomplete 
without mentioning Margaret Cousins. She played a 
significant role in the general awakening of the masses more 


especially the women. 


Mrs. Cousins came to India in 1915 and joined Mrs. Annie 
Besant at Adyar. Her interest in this country, to begin with, 
was mainly in the sphere of education. Later she joined the 
Home Rule Agitation of Annie Besant and contributed to its 
demand. Margaret cousins and her husband were the 
progenitors of the idea of ‘vote for women’ in 1917. Montague 
was expected in India at the close of the year and she wanted 
to take this opportunity to put this demand before the 


Secretary of State. Margaret, therefore, set about organizing a 
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deputation. Rani Lashmi Bai Rajwade said “The official leader 
of the delegation was, of course Mrs. Sarojini Naidu. But the 
unofficial ones were Annie Besant and Margaret Cousins. 
Infact, if I mistake not, the idea of such a deputation had really 
originated with Cousins, herself an ardent suffragist - and 


always a champion of women’s cause anywhere in the world”. 


It was easier for Margaret cousins to organize the women 
for this purpose with the rich experience she had of this work. 
In fact, the years between 1910 and 1913 were fateful for her. 
She founded the Irish Women’s League and had to suffer 


imprisonment in connection with this movement. 


Margaret was instrumental in starting the Women’s India 
Assocation and was one of its Joint Secretaries. She edited the 
monthly journal of the organization Stri dharma for many 


years. 


Margaret Cousins set up another organization in 1927 
called the All India Women’s Conference. In the 1930 Civil 
Disobedience Movement when women were forbidden to take 
part in it, she at once wrote to Gandhiji and also wrote in the 


Stri Dharma pointing out that it was an injustice to women. 
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Margaret Cousins left India in 1932 for America where she 
organized and spoke at several protest meetings held against 
the imprisonment of Mahatma Gandhi, Kasturba Gandhi and 
Sarojini Naidu. She came back to India in October 1932. She 
made a public protest against the prevailing official ordinance. 
She addressed several meetings as a result of which she was 
prosecuted on December 10, 1932, and was sentenced to one 
year’s imprisonment. In prison Margaret Cousins used to sing 
with other prisoners Mrs. Besant’s song - “God save our 


motherland instead of “God save the king”. 


Influenced by Gandhiji, Margaret Cousins joined in the 
ork being done among the backward classes, visiting 
scavengers and smiths’ settlements at Kotagiri. She continued 
her work for the Harijans in Madras till she became sick in 


1943. 
Rajkumari Amrit Kaur 


Right from the entry of Gandhi into the Indian National 
Congress Rajkumari Amrit Kaur played a leading role in 
organizing processions and protest meetings. Rajkumari came 


from the royal family of Kapurthala State. She was the 
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daughter of Sir Harnam Singh and was born in 1886 in 
Lucknow, Uttar Pradesh. Her mother was one of the pioneer 
social workers and it was quite natural that the daughter 


learnt to fight for social freedom of the country. 


Amrit Kaur had most of her education in England, and 
was keen sportswomen. On her return to India she set about 


organizing sports and games in the Punjab. 


Gokhale was a great friend of Amrit Kaur’s father, She 
said, “The flames of my passionate desire to see India free 


from foreign domination were fanned by him”. 


Rajkumari Amrit Kaur came in contact with Mahatma 
Gandhi in the stirring days of Martial Law in 1919. She later 


became his secretary a place she occupied for sixteen years. 


Amrit Kaur was instrumental in bringing about the birth 
of the All India Women’s Conference in 1926 and she was its 
Secretary for many years. In 1932 she gave evidence before 
the Lothian committee on Indian franchise and later as a 
member of a delegation of women’s organization, She testified 
before the joint select committee of Parliament of Indian 


constitutional reforms. She took an active part in the Salt 
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Satyagraha and was arrested in Bombay. Later, when the 
‘Communal Award’ was announced, she condemned it and 


demanded a system of Joint electorates. 


Amrit Kaur was most active during the Quit India 
Movement in 1942. She led processions day after day and one 
such procession was subjected to ruthless lathi charge in 
Simla. The government could not let her free and finally she 
was arrested at Kalka within a week and was put on the 
hospital list. She remained interned for twenty months. She 
lost her brother while in jail. Her letter to her sister-in-law was 


not even allowed to be sent. 
Amar Kaur 


Amar Kaur, wife of Mohan Lal, an advocate of Gundaspur 
who renounced his practice in response to the Gandhiji’s call 
in 1921, entered public life at the same time. Next year, Amar 
Kaur shifted to Lyallpur with her husband and started her real 
political work. She went about in the district advocating the 
cause of the Congress, and had “set the agitation fire ablaze in 
the whole district”. During the Civil Disobedience Movement 


this brave lady started her work in Jalandhar district and was 
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ultimately arrested at Banga on a charge of sedition. In the 
year 1932 Amar Kaur attended the political conference at 
Lyallpur where a number of arrests were made but somehow 


or the other she escaped arrest. 


Amar Kaur and Adarsh Kumari, daughters of Lala Pindi 
Das, a veteran congress worker, and many others found a 
novel way of disturbing the authorities. On their way from 
Lyallpur to Lahore on August 23, 1930, they pulled the chain 
in the running train at Badami Bagh Railway station, a couple 
of miles from Lahore. After stopping the train they shouted 
slogans like “Inquilab Zindabad”, “Videshi Mal Boycott” and 
“Gandhi Kijai”. They exhorted other passengers to join them in 
their endeavour to free the country. Amar Kaur and others 
were tried and sentenced to five months imprisonment and a 
fine of forty rupees each. Amar Kaur did not restrict her 
activities to the Punjab only. She visited North-West Frontier 
province. There she was arrested and convicted at Bannu for 


her political activities. 


Following the policy of individual Satyagraha launched by 
Gandhiji in 1940, Amar Kaur offered Satyagraha at Kasur in 


Lahore district. She was released from jail only to be 
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rearrested in September 1942. During this period she 
organized women’s training camps in Lahore and Amritsar for 
which she was arrested. The treatment meted out to the 
political prisoners was humiliating. So she, along with 
Satyawati, decided to organize demonstrations in jail. They 
were able to hoist a national flag on the jail gate on October 9, 
1942. This enraged the jail authorities and these two ladies 
were transferred to Ambala District jail. Amar Kaur’s husband 
was not allowed to see her in the jail. While in Ambala jail she 
became ill. Her husband again approached the authorities to 
see her but permission was refused. She was released in April 
1944 in shattered health, after one year and four months in 
jail. 

Usha Mehta 


Usha Mehta, daughter of a judge took part in the Quit 
India Movement. She organized a secret radio station in the 
outskirts of Bombay and kept the people informed about the 
struggle. Finally she along with her friends were arrested and 


kept in solitary confinement and severely tortured. 
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A house wife, Bhogeswari Fukhani of Assam was tortured 


by the police during the Quit India Movement. 


During RIN Mutiny, the’ British army fired 
indiscriminately the passers - by in the streets of Bombay. 
About 500 people were killed which includes Kormal Donde, a 


well known women. 


Lady Abdul Kadir was a well known nationalist who took 
keen interest in the women’s education and women’s 
liberation. Wife of Justice Abdul Kadir of Punjab, she brought 


Muslim women to the social service work. 
Hansa Mehta 


Hansa Mehta actively took part in the freedom struggle 
early in life. Greatly inspired by the leaders of the day she 
travelled all over India, meeting women to create awareness 
among them. This was disliked by the British Government. An 
eminent educationist and dedicated social worker, she 
believed that unless there was improvement in the quality of 
women, social reform was not possible. Her tremendous 
contribution in the field of education won her many 


distinctions. She was the first woman Vice-Chancellor in India 
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(Baroda University) and was actively associated with the All 


India Women’s Conference since its inception. 


Lakshmi Swaminathan (Mrs. Sehgal) 


Lakshmi Swaminathan was an important woman of the 
Indian Naitonal Army. She was in Singapore at that time when 
the call of the Netaji came. She responded to this call with 
whole-hearted enthusiasm. She was the Commander of the 
Rani Jhansi Regiment and also the Minister of Social Welfare 


and Medicine in the Azad Hind cabinet. 


As the commander of the Rani Jhansi Regiment, Lakshmi 
was designated as Lt. Colonel when the Indian National Army 
collapsed. However, she did not surrender to the British. She 
was captured and later placed under arrest. Her regiment was 
disbanded in 1945 and most of the girls were sent away to 
Singapore from Rangoon. Lakshmi Swaminathan was sent to 
Rangoon jail. There was a great deal of agitation for her 
release and the government had to yield and released her on 


the condition that she would not make any public speech. 


Lakshmi, however, defied the order and spoke on the 
anniversary day, October 21, 1945, of the Azad Hind Fauj and 
said the object for which the Azad Hind Fauj was formed had 
still to be achieved. She also organized a protest meeting 
against the Indian National Army trial t Delhi. Her activities 
did not please the authorities and she was served with a notice 
and asked to go Kalwe. On November 14 a second notice was 
served on her and the next morning she was flown to Meikilita 
from where she was taken to Kalwe in a military car. Lakshmi 
was released the next year. She came to India and married 


captain Sehgal of the Indian National Army. 
Suhasini Ganguly 


Suhasini Ganguly a teacher in the deaf and dumb school 
at Calcutta was a nationalist to the core, who had strong 
sympathies for the terrorist revolutionaries. When the British 
government came to know of her activities she took refuge at 
Chandranagoor, which was a French territory. She used to 


give shelter to the revolutionaries at her house. 
Madam Cama (24 September 1861 - 13 August 1936) 


"This flag is of Indian Independence! Behold, it is born! It 


has been made sacred by the blood of young Indians who 
sacrificed their lives. I call upon you, gentlemen to rise and 
salute this flag of Indian Independence. In the name of this 
flag, I appeal to lovers of freedom all over the world to support 
this flag." -- B. Cama, Stuttgart, Germany, 19 she unfurled the 
first National Flag at the International Socialist Conference in 
Stuttgart (Germany) in 1907. A thousand 
representativesfromseveral countries were attending. An 
Indian lady in a colorful sari was a rare phenomenon in those 
days and her majestic appearance and brave and clear words 
made everybody think that she was a Maharani or at least a 


princess from a native state.'° 


The tricolor-flag Madam Cama unfurled had green, 
saffron, and red stripes. Red represented strength, saffron 
victory, and green stood for boldness and enthusiasm. There 
were eight lotuses representing the eight provinces and 
flowers represented princely states. "Vande Mataram"'’* in 
Devanagari adorned central saffron stripe which meant 


"salutation to Mother India." The sun and the moon indicated 


3 Britannica.com/biography/Bhikaiji cama 


44 Cama wrote, published and distributed revolutionary literatar for the moment, 
including bande mataram and later madan lal, is talwar. 


Hindu and Muslim faiths. The flag was designed by Veer 
Savarkar with the help of other revolutionaries. After 
Stuttgart, Madam went to United States. She traveled a lot 
and informed Americans about Indians struggling for 
Independence. She told about British efforts to smother the 
voice of educated Indians who protested against tyranny and 
despotism of British who always boasted themselves as 
“mother of parliamentary democracy" over the world! She 
could be called Mother India's first cultural representative to 
USA. Where is the Flag Now? The flag was smuggled into 
India by Indulal Yagnik, the socialist leader of Gujarat. It is 
now on public display at the Maratha and Kesari Library in 
Pune. Madam Cama fought for the freedom of the country till 
the last in her own way, and helped many revolutionaries with 
money and materials. She unfurled the first National Flag at 
the International Socialist Conference in Stuttgart (Germany) 
in 1907.'° She declared “This flag is of Indian Independence! 
Behold, it is born! It has been made sacred by the blood of 
young Indians who sacrificed their lives. I call upon you, 


gentlemen to rise and salute this flag of Indian Independence. 


1S Kumar, Raj; Devi, Ramasehwari; Pruthi, Romali, eds., madame bhikhaiji cama, 
(Women and the Indian freedom struggle, vol. 3) Jaipur, 1998, p. 


In the name of this flag, I appeal to lovers of freedom all over 
the world to support this flag." A thousand representatives 
from severalcountrieswere attended. She traveled a lot of 
places including America and propagates Americans about 


Indians struggling for Independence. 


Bhikaiji Rustom Cama who designed the flag of 
Independent Hindustan was a prominent figure in the Indian 
independence movement. She was the first woman who 


hoisted India“s Flag in a foreign country.’® 
PadmajaNaidu 


Sarojini“*s daughter Miss Padmaja Naidu devoted herself 
to the cause of Nation like her mother. At the age of 21, she 
entered the national scene and became the joint founder of the 
Indian National Congress of Hyderabad. She spread the 
message of Khadi and inspired people to boycott foreign 
goods. She was jailed for taking part in the “Quit India” 
movement in 1942. After Independence, she became the 
Governor of West Bengal. During her public life spanning over 
half a century, she was associated with the Red Cross. Her 


services to the Nation and especially her humanitarian 


© Open.ac.uk/research projects/making Britian/content/madame-gama 


approach to solve problems will long be remembered. *’ 
Parvati Devi 


While participating in the Satyagraha movement. Parvati 
Devi, an ardent worker of the Congress, was arrested in 
Meerut for her anti-British speeches. She was taken to Agra 
jail in jail-clothes. No one was allowed to be on the platform. 
As a mark of respect, and to show solidarity ladies of the 
region tookout a procession on December 16, 1922. She was 
convicted and was sentenced to two years imprisonment. This 


was the highest sentence so far awarded to any lady.’® 
Pushpa Gujral 


Pushpa Gujral is yet another woman of Punjab who took a 
prominent part in the movement of 1942. Her interest in 
political work began in 1919, but she became active only 
during the movement of 1930. At that time she was elected 
president of the City District Congress Committee. She 
collected funds for the families of political prisoners. Pushpa 
7 Padmaja Naidu a noted social work and former governor of west Bengal in 


1956 and was chairman of the Indian red cross society in 1971. Padmaja 
Naidu/Wikipedia.com 


18 Parvathi devi, was the first women to go to jail from Madras and she 
participating in satyagarha moment. 


Gujral went to jail for the first time in 1940 for offering 
satyagraha and was sentenced to six months imprisonment. 
The year 1942 witnessed the passing of the famous Quit India 
resolution and the family was active again. Pushpa was 
arrested along with the whole family. She was sentenced to six 


months imprisonment. 


Pushpa Gujral became the convener of the Punjab 
Pradesh Congress Committee (Women) and was _ also 
associated with many other social work agencies. She was a 
member of the Punjab State Social Welfare Advisory Board. 


This soldier of freedom struggle is no more with us. 


Akilandammal 


Akilandammal, wife of A. Vaidyanatha Iyer, the 
celebrated freedom fighter and constructive worker of 
Madurai committed to the removal of untouchability. She took 
active part both in constructive work for the liberation of the 
depressed people and in nonviolent struggle for the freedom of 
the country. She was imprisoned for two months in 1933 and 
three months in 1941. She inspired and supported freedom 


fighters and constructive workers and was a tower of strength 


to her husband A. Vaidyanatha lyer in all his nationalist 


activities. 
Anjalai Ammal 


Anjalai Ammal life of Muruga Padaiyatchi of South Arcit 
District. She was educated and joined the national movement 
in 1920. She took art in 1920. She took art in Neil statue 
Satyagraha, picketing of toddy shops, boycott of foreign cloth, 
individual Satyagraha and Quit India Movement. She was 
imprisoned in 1931 for six months and again in 1941 for eight 
months and then for two months. She as a member of the 


Madras legislature from 1946 top 1952. 
S.M. Ambujammal 


Only daughter of Sm. Ranganakiammal and S. Srinivasa 
Iyengar, a prominent lawyer and a reputed Congress leader of 
Madras, Sm. Ambujammal was born on 8 January 1899. The 
family originally came from the Ramnad district. She was 
married at a very early age in May 1910, to S. Desikachari, 
and advocate of Kumbakonam belonging to a middle class 


agriculturist’s family. 


Very early in life, besides her parents and her aunt Sm. 
Janammal, she was very much influenced by Gandhiji. She was 
greatly attracted by his constructive economic and social 
programme. In her later life she was influenced by her sister 
Subulakshmi, Dr. Muthulakshmi Reddi and Mrs. Margarett 
Cousins who were mainly responsible in getting her interested 
in social service. Among the books that influenced her were 
Valmiki and Tulasi Ramayana, Vivekananda’s lectures, 


especially on “Bhakti Yoga”, and Tilak’s “Karma Yoga”.'® 


In 1930 she joined the Civil Disobedience Movement and 
courted arrest. In 1932, nominated by the Congress as the 
third dictator, she led the Satyagrahis in the foreign cloth 
boycott and was arrested and sentenced to 6 months 
imprisonment. From 1934 to 1938 she was a member of the 
managing committee, Hindi Prachar Sabha. She showed much 
interest and enthusiasm in Hindi, passed Visharad examination 
and went on an all-India tour on behalf of the Hindi Prachar 
Sabha, attended the All India Congress Session held in 
Bombay and stayed with Gandhiji at the Wardha Ashram from 


November 1934 to January 1935. In 1936 she became the 


19 Banumathai Dharmarajan, Varalaru Padaiththa Vaira Mangaiyar, Chennai, 
2010, p.239-240 


Secretary of the Mylapore Ladies Club, where she conducted 
Hindi classes. From 1939 to 1942 she was the Secretary, and 
from 1939 to 1947 the Treasurer of Women’s Indian 
Association. During this time she actively worked for the 
abolition of the child marriage, polygamy, devadasi system and 
for bringing about legislation for protecting women’s property 
rights. In 1947, she was the Chairman of the Reception 
Committee of All-India Women’s Conference held at Madras. 
Later on after independence Ambujammal was also associated 
with Bhoodan Movement, Tamil Nadu Congress Committee 


and State Social Welfare Board. 


Ambujammal was an eloquent speaker both in Tamil and 
Hindi. She contributed articles in Tamil magazines on women’s 
upliftment and education, Gandhiji and national movement. 
She had also several Tamil publications to her credit, “Tulsi 
Ramayanam’, ‘Gandhi Ninaivu Malai’, (Reminiscences of 


Gandhi) ‘M.K. Gandhi’ and ‘Reminiscences of my father’ .*° 


Slim and tall, Ambujammal looked she was a quiet 
unassuming and heroic personality A staunch Congress 
woman, she was a habitual Khadi-weaver. She donated all her 


20 Banumathai Dharmarajan, Op.cit., p.242 


jewellery for the national movement and that was utilized by 
Gandhiji for the support of “Mahilashram” in Wardha. 
Although coming from an orthodox family she held liberal 
views on caste system, untouchability, status of women etc. In 
the economic sphere she believed in Vinobha Bhave’s village 
programme based on self-sufficiency as the ideal method 
which would make India economically self sufficient and 


independent. She did not favour too much of Industrialization. 


A loyal and true devotee of Gandhiji her greatest tribute 
to his memory was expressed in her founding of Srinivasa 
Gandhi Nilayam in 1948. This school is a branch of Women’s 
Indian Association. It provides free coaching to poor girls and 
runs a free dispensary. It has also a printing press, an 
envelope making unit and a co-operative society which provide 


training and employment to poor women.” 
Ammapon Allias Leelavathy 


She took part in Neil Statue satyagraha in 1927 at the 
age of 11 and as arrested and placed in children’s home in 


Chennai. 


21 Ibid., p.245 


Ammu Swaminathan 


Ammu Swaminathan was pioneer and a role model for 
women to enter public life. She created awareness women and 
enlisted them in organizations and movements. She was a 
member of Madras Corporation from 1934 to 1939 and was 
elected to Madras legislature in 1945 and then to the 
Constituent Assembly. She relentlessly worked for women’s 


uplift and she argued for voting rights for women. 
Alamelumangai 


Alamelumangai was wife of Raja Gopalan. She supported 
her husband solidly in all his nationalist activities. Inspired by 
her husband she joined the freedom movement. She took part 
in individual Satyagraha and she was sentenced to six months 


imprisonment. She received Tamarapattaram for her service. 
Engammal 


Engammal was wife of Ayyalusamy Naciker. She joined 
the National movement in Khadi and Harijan upliftment work. 


She took part in individual Satyagraha and Quit India 


movement. She was sentenced to jail on both these occasions 
first for three and half months and then for six and half 
months. In 1943-44 she served for the welfare of Harijan and 
Rehabilitation. She was influenced by Mahatma Gandhi, V.O.C. 
and Nehru and built up her talents. She was the secretary of 


Mathar Sangam at Vellakkulam. 
M. Kamalam 


M. Kamalam is entered the National Movement actively in 
1939. She participated in the individual Satyagraha in 1941 


and was jailed for two months. 
S. Kamalam 


S. Kamalam was educated well and participated in salt 
Satyagraha in 1930 and picketing of toddy shop in 1932. She 


was jailed for ten months. 
Kannammaiyar 


Kannammaiyar sister of Periyar E.V. Ramasamy. She 
took an active part in the campaign for the removal of 


untouchability. She played a prominent role in Vykom 


Satyagraha. She was also involved in the picketing of toddy 


shops. 
Kannavaram Ammaiyar 


Kannavaram Ammaiyar was wife of the Celebrated 
Freedom Fighter, advocate Ramanuja Iyengar, Sivaganga. She 
helped her husband and other freedom fighters. She actively 
participated in the Gandhiyan constructive work and especially 
worked for the uplift of the oppressed people. She helped 
Vaidyanatha lIyer’s temple entry efforts. She dedicated herself 
to the welfare of the Harijana children in the Sivaganga 


Harijana Hostel. 
M.R. Kamalaveni 


This celebrated harmonist sung many national songs in 
dramas. Her inspiring patriotic songs were banned on the eve 
of Quit India Movement in 1942 and she was arrested and 
sentenced six months imprisonment with one year infant child. 
“To the shivering of the earth to the trembling of London 
Mahatma Gandhi waged the nonviolent war” These inspiring 


lines moved many people. 


A.Kamalammal 


She comes from a depressed class and stood in the 
forefront of Satyagraha and constructive work inspired by 
Kasturba Gandhi. She plunged into the national Movement in a 
spirit of sacrifice. The uplift of the depressed people became 
her top priority. She awakened the women folk and motivated 
them. She took part in the Quit India movement and was 


imprisoned for six months. 


K. K.S. Kaliammal 


She was wife of celebrated freedom fighter Gandhi 
Subhana Gounder, Kugalur, Gobi TK. She took active part in 
Khadi Work, prohibition Campaign and programme _ for 
removal of untouchability from 1921 onwards. She supported 
her husband solidly in all his nationalist activities. She was 
arrested for participation in Individual Satyagraha and as in 
jail for 15 days but was released on payment of Rs. 1000/- as 
fine. During an acute water shortage. She allowed harijans to 
draw water from her well. Her whole family was 


excommunicated from her caste. Mahatma Gandhi felicitated 


her in his Harijan Weekly. She became a role model to many 


women in her region. 


Kuttiammal 


She was wife of Palanichamy Naidu, Coimbatore and she 
actively participated in the Quit India movement (1942) and 


was jailed for three months. 


K. Kuppammal 


She was wife of Ramasamy Gounder. She took part in the 
individual Satyagraha and Quit India movement. She was 


arrested and sentenced for six week imprisonment. 


V.M. Kothinayaki Ammal 


She was wife of V.M. Parthasarathi Iyengar, Chennai. She 
was jailed in 1932 for participating in the Civil Disobedience 
Movement. She became the editor of ‘Jegan Mohini’. She was 
the principle Advisor for A.K. Chettiyar’s film on Mahatma 
Gandhi's life. Her novel Orphan Girl depicts the suffering of a 


woman in a particular society. 


Sangeetha Kalanidhi Dr. D.K. Pattammal 
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She is the daughter of a nationalist Shri Krishnaswamy. 
Her husband had also participated in the freedom movement. 
She was used to sing nationalist songs fearlessly from her 
childhood. She sang in front of Mahatma Gandhi the inspiring 
Bharathi’s Song “Veera Sudanthiram vendi nintrar.” She was 


ten years old. She had enthused people in large numbers. 


Mrs. Saraswathi Pandurangan 


She was daughter of Varadharaja Mudaliar, Chennai. She 
entered the national freedom struggle in 1929 and actively 
participated in the sat Satyagraha (1930), civil Disobedience 
movement (1931-1932). Individual Satyagraha (1941) and Quit 
India movement (1942). She was imprisoned for six months in 
1930, for eighteen months in 1932 and four months in 1941. 
For the liberation of mother India, this noble mother of 
sacrifice went to jail repeatedly waging non-violent struggle 
and she lost her 2 year old daughter and 1 % of month old son 


while she was in prison. 


Sakuntala 


She was daughter of Rama Reddy. She entered the 


freedom struggle as a college student. She was jailed for six 


months in 1931 and again for another six months in 1942 for 


her active participation in the freedom struggle. 


Saradambal 


She was wife of Ramasamy Iyer and she donated her 
valuable gold and other navarathna ornaments to the national 
movement. She participated in the movement for the boycott 
of foreign clothes, in picketing the toddy shops and individual 
Satyagraha. She tried to spread the message of Swadeshi 


among the businessmen. 


Janaki Ammal 


She was daughter of Karuppa Samy, Thevar, Tuticorin. 
She participated in the Civil Disobedience movement she was 


sentenced to eighteen months imprisonment 1933. 


K.P. Janaki Ammal 


She was daughter of Padmanaban and Lakshmi Ammal 
and wife of N. Grusamy Naidu. She lost her mother at the age 
of eight and joined the drama world at the age of twelve. Her 
soul stirring songs and speeches were nationalist. When 


Nethaji Subash Chandra Bose toured Tamilnadu in 1938, She 


toured along with Pasumpon Muthuramalinga Thevar and 
instilled the Nationalist spirit in the minds of the people. She 
was then only 22 years old. She was jailed for six months in 
1939 and nine onths in 1941. She undertook many 
constructive works as an active congress socialist. She later on 
became a Marxist leader. She led a life of sacrifice till the end 
and refused all honours and pension conferred on her for her 


sacrifice in the freedom struggle. 


V.M. Janaki Ammal 


She was wife of Aravamuthu Iyengar, Uthramerur. She 
entered the national movement in 1941 and was jailed for 45 


days. She was a member of the district board, Chingleput. 


Sidhu Bhagyalakshmi 


She was daughter of Rajappan and wife of Sidhu Alagar 
samy lIyer, Madurai. She participated in freedom struggle 
along with her husband. She participated in foreign cloth 
boycott movement in 1932 and was sent to jail for three 
months. In 1938, she participated in nitting company strike 
and was imprisoned for three months. She was a committed 


constructive worker. 


Seethalakshmi Ammal 


She was daughter of the celebrated freedom fighter 
Sundaraja Pillai and Chellammal, Madurai. She was a powerful 
orator instilling confidence, determination and emotions in the 
minds of the people. She was the leading nationalist singer 
(between 1926 and 1930). In 1932 for her participation in the 
freedom struggle she was_ sentenced to six months 
imprisonment. She worked hard for building up women’s 
awareness and their uplift through “Sister’s Sangam” and 


Bharat Sevika Samiti”. 


K. Seethai 


She was daughter of Kandasamy Pillai and Lakshmi 
Ammal. Entered the National Struggle in 1932 at the age of 
sixteen and was sentenced to one year imprisonment. Then 
she married a freedom fighter by name Kalimuthu and both 


continued to struggle for freedom together. 


S.N. Sundarambal 


She was wife of Thiruppur Nachimuthu Gounder. She was 


jailed for two months in 1941, for seven months in 1942 and 
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for two months in 1943. She was in jail as pregnant woman 


and late on she was in jail with her infant. 


M.S. Subbulakshmi 


She rose as a world famous singer. She awakened and 
inspired the masses through her songs and acting. She 
contributed to communal, Inter-Religious harmony through her 
film “MIRA” to the uplift of depressed people through the filf 
‘Bhaktha Seetha’ She composed a book on Tamilisai Amaithi. 
She is the Editor of Sari Kama Pada nee. She is the first Indian 


singer who sang in United Nations Organisation. 


Jagadambal 


She joined the national movement in 1936. She 
participated in the individual Satyagraha and Quit India 


movement and was jailed for three months. 


Jabamani Masilamoney 


She was a daughter of Panditha Saverirarya Pillai, 
Professor, St., Joseph College, Trichi, Sebastiammal. She 


mother of four daughters entered the freedom struggle 


actively in 1940 and was imprisoned thrice (1940, 
1941&1942). Once she refused to pa a fine of Rs. 2000/- and 
underwent imprisonment. She was elected to the Madras 


Legislature in 1937 and 1946. 
Sornathammal 


She participated in the 1941 individual Satyagraha and in 
1942 Quit India movement. She was jailed for three months in 
1942. On 2™ October 1943 (Gandhi Jayanthi Day), she along 
with Lakshmibal Ammal organized a Women’s march in 
Madurai shuting Quit India slogan. She was arrested by the 
police and was left naked in the area of Alagarkoil. Tolerating 
all humiliation, she continued her sacrificial yagna for 


freedom. 


Solai Bagyalakshmi 


She participated in the 1932 Civil Disobedience 


movement and was imprisonment for six months. 


Sonabai 


She was. wife of Srinivasan Chokkampalayam, 
Coimbatore. She participated in the picketing of toddy shop in 


1932 and was sentenced to six months jail. 
Dr. T.S. Soundaram 


Dr. T.S. Soundaram Ramachandran was born in August 
1905, at Nagercoil. She was the daughter of T.V. Sundaram 
Iyenger, the great industrialist. She was a Medical Graduate. 
She studied at Lady Hardinge Medical College, New Delhi and 
at Madras Unierstiy. She married G. Ramachandran on 7 
November 1940. She was a Medical practioner and a social 
worker. She was the founder Director of Gandhigram 
Instituion. She was elected as MLA for Athur in 1952, for the 
first Madras Legislative Assembly. She was elected as M.P 
from Dindigul in 1962. She was appointed as the Union 


Minister of State for Education in 1962.7? 
Welfare for the Scheduled Castes and Backward Classes 


While talking on Harijan’s upliftment in the Madras 
legislative Assembly on 11" March 1955 Dr. Soundaram 


Ramachandran argued that only financial development can 


22 Madras Legislative Assembly Who's Who 1952, Legislature Department, Madras. 


bring the upliftment of the Harijan and Backward Classes. She 
also suggested that houses must be built by the Government 


not only for the Harijans but also for the Backward Classes. *° 
Prostitution 


Participating in the Madras Legislative Assembly Debates 
on 5 May 1955, T.S. Soundaram Ramachandran said the 
traffic was the correct word instead of prohibition of 
prostitution. She said that men for their selfishness and for 
their own welfare compelled the girls between the age of 13 
and 15 into prostitution. The girls involved in prostitution were 
arrested and put in police custody. But in police custody they 
were sexually exploited by the police. So specially trained 
social worker must be sent with police in the raids against the 


prostitutes. 
Handlooms 


During the debates while speaking on 4" March 1954 
Mrs. T.S. Ramachandran recommended tax on mill clothes and 
not on handloom. She requested the Assembly members to use 


handloom clothes to encourage the handloom industry. She 


23 Madras Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. XIII, No. 1-2, 11 March 1955, p.463 


also emphasised that prohibition must not be relaxed for the 


revenue gain.”* 


She was daughter of T.V. Sundaram Iyengar. She is a 
medical Doctor and joined the national movement due to the 
inspiration and encouragement given by her mother 
Lakshmiammal. Her Marriage with Dr. G. Ramachandran, the 
noted Gandhian Activist and Leader was itself a_ social 
revolution. She had direct contact with along with her 
husband. She founded the Gandhigram complex along with Dr. 
G. Ramachandran in 1947 with the blessing of Mahatma 
Gandhi Gandhigram Rural Insititute emerged from it. She was 
elected to the Madras legislature in 1952 and 1957 
respectively. In 1962 she was elected to parliament and she 
served as the Deputy Minister for Education in Government of 
India. She was the recipient of Padmasri, prestigious award of 


Government of India. 
Damayanthi Ammal 
She comes from a depressed class and _ actively 


participated in the 1942 Quit India Movement and was jailed 


*4 Madras Legislative Assembly Debates, Vol. XXIII, No. 1-2, 4% March 1955, p. 126. 


for three months. She conferred by the State and Central 


Governments and including pension and Tamarapattayam 


Thayammal 


Thayammal was sister of the celebrated freedom fighter 
Sundararaj pillai, Madurai. She took active part in the freedom 
struggle and was jailed for one year in 1932 and again jailed 
for six months in 1933. She spent all her family wealth for 


freedom fighters. 


T.S. Thanu Ammal 


As a celebrated actress, she inspired the people through 
her actions, and elevating patriotic songs. In 1943 at the 
Madras provincial conference and hoisted the national flag. 
She was jailed for eight and half months for this. She 


distributed her wealth among the nationalists and Satyagraha. 


Nagammiyar 


She was first wife of Periyar E.V. Ramasamy. On the foot 


steps of Periyar E.V. Ramasamy she participated in the 


freedom struggle of India and went to jail. She took active part 


in the picketing of toddy shop. 


Narayanammal 


She was the daughter of Gurusamy Naidu and Lingammal 
of Alamarathurpatti, Tiruthangal, and she was the sister of 


Ramachandran, a Freedom Fighter) 


She was a member of the Sattur congress committee. She 
widely distributed national news, congress circulars and 
pamphlets. She worked voluntarily as a teacher to remove 
illiteracy. She participated in 1941 Individual Satyagraha and 
was jailed for six months. She refused to receive the honour 
conferred on her by the State and Central Governments and 
including pension and Tamarapattayam ( Copper Plate) for her 


sacrifices. 


V.K.T. Pankajathammal 


She was wife of Srinivasa Alwar. She entered the freedom 
struggle at an early age. Through her powerful songs and 
speeches she created awareness about the British exploitation 


and the urgent need for our freedom. She was imprisoned for 


thirty months for participating actively in the Quit India 


Movement of 1942. 


Padmasaniammal 


She was wife of Srinivasa Varatharaja Iyengar, Madurai. 
She participated in the Civil Disobedience movement in 1930 
and 1932 received a jail term of six months and eighteen 
months respectively. She sold valuable gold and ornaments 
and donated to the Neil statue Satyagraha and again she 
gifted 3 % acres fo land to Bharathi Ashram. She was Khadar 
Propogandist. She raised the slogan against the British and 


built up awareness to the masses. 


Padmavathy Asher 


She entered the nationalist struggle on the direct call of 
Mahatma Gandhi. She took active art in _ constructive 
programmes such as khadi, prohibition and removal of 
untouchability work. She was sentenced for two months for 
Participating in the salt Satyagraha. For one year for her 


participation in Civil Disobedience movement, in 1932 for 


organizing a huge procession against ban and for seven 


months in 1933. 


Padamavathi Ammal 


She was wife of Rangasamy Iyengar. She took active art 
in Civil Disobedience movement in 1932. She was arrested 


and sentenced for six months. 


Parvathavarthini Ammal 


She was wife of the celebrated “Madurai Gandhi” N.M.R. 
Subbaraman. She participated in the 1932 foreign clothes 
boycott campaign and was jailed for three months. She was a 
noted constructive worker and she patronized the freedom 


fighters. 


Pappammal 


She participated in the individual Satyagraha movement 
in 1941 at a very young age. 
Piyari Bibi 


She entered the freedom struggle at the age of sixteen. 
She was jailed for three months for participating in the 


individual Satyagraha in 1941. 


Ponnuthai Ammal 


She was daughter of Arumuga Nadar and Mariammal, 
and wife of Isaac Velayya Nadar. She studied upto Vth form 
after participated in the Swadeshi movement, boycott of 
foreign clothes and the Quit India Movement. She was 
imprisoned in 1942.She occupied as president of women club 


in south Tuticorin. 


Mahalakshmi Bharathi 


She was granddaughter of the celebrated Tamil Scholar 
Somasaundra Bharathi and Daughter of the well-known 
freedom fighters Krishnasamy Bharathi and Lakshmi Ammal. 
She educated up to college level, participated in the Quit India 
movement in 1942 and was sentenced to six months 


imprisonment. 


DR. Muthulakshmi Reddy 


She completed medical education in 1912. She 
relentlessly worked for the welfare of women and children. 
She was nominated to the Madras Legislative Council in 1926 


and she was unanimously elected its Vice Chairman in 1928. 


She worked for legally abolishing the Devadasi system. She 
actively participated in Gandhian constructive work, especially 
in Khadi and village industries, woman’s uplift and removal for 


untouchability work. 


G. Rangammal 


She intensely worked along with her husband in the 
villages of Periyakulam taluk mobilizing village women for the 
khadi work and nationalist movement. She fully decicated her 
life for the cause of the nation. She was jailed for two months 


in the individual Satyagraha (1941). 


T.P. Rajalakshmi 


She acted in many Tamil Films and created awareness 
and nationalist feelings among the people. Her celebrated 
films include Kalidoss and Valli Thirumanam. “O! Indians! We 
are ruled by the outsider; they use our internal strife and rule 


wy 
! 


us 


This immortal song of Rajalakshmi awakened the masses 


from their deep sleep. 


Rani Velu Nachiyar 
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Rani Velu Nachiyar of Sivaganga opposed the British 
after the death of her husband and King Vaduganathan. She 
was the first South Indian Women to challenge the British. She 
played a key role in the Marudhu Pandyas valiant “South India 
Rebilion” of 1799. This should really be called as the “First 


was of Independence”. 
N.S. Rukmani Ammal 


She was wife of T.M. Natarajan, Chennai. Participated in 
the boycott of foreign clothes (1930) picketing of toddy shop 
(1931) and individual Satyagraha (1941). She was jailed for six 


months in 1941. 


Rukmani Lakshmipathi 


She was wife of the Active National Leader 
Lakshmipathy. She was’ graduated from the Madras 
Presidency College. She became an active congress worker 
sing 1923. She gave all her jewels to Mahatma Gandhi for his 
Harijan Fund. She actively participated in (1) Vedaranyam Salt 
March (2) Civil Disobedience Movement (3) Individual 
Satyagraha Campaign and was sentence to jail for one year, 


six months and one year respectively. She played an active 
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leadership role in the congress party and was a member in the 
Madras Legislative Assembly in 1937-39, 1946-1951. She 
became the health minister in the T. Prakasam Ministry in 


1946. 


Lakshmi 


She was daughter of celebrated Tamil Scholar 
Somasundara Bharathiyar and wife of the renowned Freedom 
Fighter Krishnasamy Bharathi. She entered the freedom 
struggle actively in 1932. She continuously worked for the 
uplift of the depressed people. She along with her husband, 
daughter Mahalakshmi Bharathi and son Lakshmikanthan 
Bharathi participated in the individual Satyagraha and was 


imprisoned. She became a member of the Madras Legislature. 


Lakshmi 


She was wife of K. Thiruvengadam, Coimbatore. She 
participated in individual Satyagraha (1941) and was jailed for 
three months. She served as the leader of the circle congress 


committee. 


K.S. Lakshmi Ammal 


She was wife of the Celebrated Freedom Fighter G.S. 
Lakshmana Iyer. She completed S.S.L.C. and entered the 
National movement. She was arrested for her participation in 
individual Satyagraha in 1941 and she was in jail for three 
months but subsequently released after collecting a fine of Rs. 
3000/- as she was a minor. While Gandhi was fasting for the 
removal for untouchability, she donated 5 % acres of land for 


the Harijan Sevak Sangh. 


V. Lakshmi 


She was wife of Kallidal Kurichi Congress leader T.C. 
Sankara Iyer. She was an active congress worker and she 
became the vice president of the Nellai District. Congress 
Committee and member of the Tamilnadu Congress executive 
committee and member of the All India Congress, she was a 
powerful nationalist propagandist in Madurai and Tirunelveli 
Districts. She was imprisoned twice for the active participation 


in the Civil Disobedience movement. 


Lakshmi Thirukonda 


She joined the freedom cloth boycott. She got an 


imprisonment for six months. 


Vijayalakshmi 


She participated in the campaign for the boycott of 
foreign clothes. She took a vow to wear only khadi and 
regularly spinened in the morning and evening. Her home 


became “Guest House” for freedom fighters. 


Lalitha Annaji 


She studied upto S.S.L.C. and joined the Indian 
Nationalist Movement in 1936, participated in the individual 
Satyagraha and obtained six months imprisonment (Vellore) 


and again sentenced to (Vellore) jail for two months in 1942 


Valliammal 


She participated in the nonviolent struggle for racial 
equality in South Africa. She became very ill in jail and was 
released but within a few day, she died without recovering 
from that illness (Feb.22, 1914). She was only 17 at that time. 
She is an eternal source of inspiration for heroic women 


throughout the world. 


S. Manjubhashini 


She married at the age of 12 to an advocate Mr. 
Subramaniam. She was inspired by Mahatma Gandhi and 
‘Manjimma’ Flag aside the comforts and threw herself into 
India’s freedom struggle. She participated in the burning of 
foreign goods at Thambu Chetty Street, Chennai, in the Salt 
Satyagraha at Vedaranyam and Quit India Movement. She 
spent 1 % years as a dectenue in Vellore jail. Then she 
dedicated her life to constructive work and founded ‘Bala 
Mandir’ for the destitute and abandoned children. She was in 
charge of Prayer and food when Gandhiji visited Chennai in 


1946. 


